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be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of 
the committee— 

(1) for the period March 1, 2017 through 
September 30, 2017; 

(2) for the period October 1, 2017 through 
September 30, 2018; and 

(3) for the period October 1, 2018 through 
February 28, 2019. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 25—DESIG-
NATING JANUARY 27, 2017, AS A 
NATIONAL DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE FOR PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES WHO, DURING 
THE COLD WAR, WORKED AND 
LIVED DOWNWIND FROM NU-
CLEAR TESTING SITES AND 
WERE ADVERSELY AFFECTED 
BY THE RADIATION EXPOSURE 
GENERATED BY THE ABOVE 
GROUND NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
TESTING 

Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. UDALL, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. BEN-
NET) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 25 

Whereas, on January 27, 1951, the first of 
years of nuclear weapons tests was con-
ducted at a site known as the Nevada Prov-
ing Ground, located approximately 65 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas, Nevada; 

Whereas the extensive testing at the Ne-
vada Proving Ground occurred just years 
after the first nuclear weapon test, which 
was conducted on July 16, 1945, at what is 
known as the Trinity Atomic Test Site, lo-
cated approximately 35 miles south of 
Socorro, New Mexico; 

Whereas many people of the United States 
who, during the Cold War, worked and lived 
downwind from nuclear testing sites (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘downwinders’’) were adversely affected by 
the radiation exposure generated by the 
above ground nuclear weapons testing, and 
some of the downwinders sickened as a result 
of the radiation exposure; 

Whereas the downwinders paid a high price 
for the development of a nuclear weapons 
program for the benefit of the United States; 
and 

Whereas the downwinders deserve to be 
recognized for the sacrifice they have made 
for the defense of the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates January 27, 2017, as a na-

tional day of remembrance for people of the 
United States who, during the Cold War, 
worked and lived downwind from nuclear 
testing sites and were adversely affected by 
the radiation exposure generated by the 
above ground nuclear weapons testing; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to support and participate in appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and other ac-
tivities to commemorate that national day 
of remembrance. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 26—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF JANUARY 
22 THROUGH JANUARY 28, 2017, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. SCOTT (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. PERDUE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. RUBIO, 

Mr. DAINES, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. YOUNG, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. TOOMEY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 26 

Whereas providing a diversity of choices in 
K–12 education empowers parents to select 
education environments that meet the indi-
vidual needs and strengths of their children; 

Whereas high-quality K–12 education envi-
ronments of all varieties are available in the 
United States, including traditional public 
schools, public charter schools, public mag-
net schools, private schools, online acad-
emies, and home schooling; 

Whereas talented teachers and school lead-
ers in each of the education environments 
prepare children to achieve their dreams; 

Whereas more families than ever before in 
the United States actively choose the best 
education for their children; 

Whereas more public awareness of the 
issue of parental choice in education can in-
form additional families of the benefits of 
proactively choosing challenging, moti-
vating, and effective education environments 
for their children; 

Whereas the process by which parents 
choose schools for their children is non-
political, nonpartisan, and deserves the ut-
most respect; and 

Whereas hundreds of organizations, more 
than 9,000 schools, and millions of individ-
uals in the United States celebrate the bene-
fits of educational choice during the 7th an-
nual National School Choice Week, held the 
week of January 22 through January 28, 2017: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of January 22 

through January 28, 2017, as ‘‘National 
School Choice Week’’; 

(2) congratulates students, parents, teach-
ers, and school leaders from K–12 education 
environments of all varieties for their per-
sistence, achievements, dedication, and con-
tributions to society in the United States; 

(3) encourages all parents, during National 
School Choice Week, to learn more about the 
education options available to them; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to hold appropriate programs, events, 
and activities during National School Choice 
Week to raise public awareness of the bene-
fits of opportunity in education. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 27—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF EUGENE A. ‘‘GENE’’ 
CERNAN 

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. INHOFE, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. GARDNER) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 27 

Whereas Gene Cernan was born on March 
14, 1934, in Chicago, Illinois, was raised in the 
suburban towns of Bellwood and Maywood, 
and graduated from Proviso Township High 
School; 

Whereas Gene Cernan began his career as a 
basic flight trainee in the United States 
Navy; 

Whereas Gene Cernan was one of fourteen 
astronauts selected by NASA in October 1963 
to participate in the Gemini and Apollo pro-
grams; 

Whereas Gene Cernan was the second 
American to have walked in space having 
spanned the circumference of the world twice 
in a little more than 2 and a half hours in 
1966 during the Gemini 9 mission; 

Whereas Gene Cernan served as the lunar 
module pilot for Apollo 10 in 1969, which was 
referred to as the ‘‘dress rehearsal’’ for Apol-
lo 11’s historic landing on the Moon; 

Whereas Gene Cernan was commander of 
Apollo 17 in 1972, during the last human mis-
sion to the Moon; 

Whereas Gene Cernan maintains the dis-
tinction of being the last man to have left 
his footprints on the surface of the Moon; 

Whereas Gene Cernan was one of the three 
men to have flown to the Moon on two occa-
sions; 

Whereas Gene Cernan logged 566 hours and 
15 minutes in space, of which more than 73 
hours were spent on the surface of the Moon; 

Whereas Gene Cernan and the crew of 
Apollo 17 set records that still stand today, 
for longest manned lunar landing flight, 
longest lunar surface extra vehicular activi-
ties, largest lunar sample return, and longest 
time in lunar orbit; 

Whereas Gene Cernan retired from the 
Navy after 20 years and ended his NASA ca-
reer in July 1976; and 

Whereas on January 16, 2016, Gene Cernan 
passed away in Houston, Texas, leaving be-
hind a vibrant history of space exploration 
and advocacy for NASA, a legacy of inspiring 
young people to ‘‘dream the impossible’’, and 
a documentary that encourages continual 
human space exploration: 

Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate honors the life of 

Gene Cernan, a Naval aviator, fighter pilot, 
electrical engineer, and the last astronaut to 
walk on the Moon. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 6—SUPPORTING THE LOCAL 
RADIO FREEDOM ACT 
Mr. BARRASSO (for himself and Ms. 

HEITKAMP) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 6 
Whereas the United States enjoys broad-

casting and sound recording industries that 
are the envy of the world due to the sym-
biotic relationship that has existed among 
those industries for many decades; 

Whereas for nearly a century, Congress has 
rejected repeated calls by the recording in-
dustry to impose a performance fee on local 
radio stations for simply playing music on 
the radio, as such a fee would upset the mu-
tually beneficial relationship between local 
radio and the recording industry; 

Whereas local radio stations provide free 
publicity and promotion to the recording in-
dustry and performers of music in the form 
of radio air play, interviews with performers, 
introduction of new performers, concert pro-
motions, and publicity that promotes the 
sale of music, concert tickets, ring tones, 
music videos, and associated merchandise; 

Whereas committees in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives have previously re-
ported that ‘‘the sale of many sound record-
ings and the careers of many performers 
have benefitted considerably from airplay 
and other promotional activities provided by 
both noncommercial and advertiser-sup-
ported, free over-the-air broadcasting’’; 

Whereas local radio broadcasters provide 
tens of thousands of hours of essential local 
news and weather information during times 
of national emergencies and natural disas-
ters, such as on September 11, 2001, and dur-
ing Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, as well as 
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public affairs programming, sports, and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of time for 
public service announcements and local fund 
raising efforts for worthy charitable causes, 
all of which are jeopardized if local radio sta-
tions are forced to divert revenues to pay for 
a new performance fee; 

Whereas there are many thousands of local 
radio stations that will suffer severe eco-
nomic hardship if any new performance fee is 
imposed, as will many other small businesses 
that play music, including bars, restaurants, 
retail establishments, sports and other en-
tertainment venues, shopping centers, and 
transportation facilities; and 

Whereas the hardship that would result 
from a new performance fee would hurt busi-
nesses in the United States and ultimately 
the consumers in the United States who rely 
on local radio for news, weather, and enter-
tainment, and such a performance fee is not 
justified when the current system has pro-
duced the most prolific and innovative 
broadcasting, music, and sound recording in-
dustries in the world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress should 
not impose any new performance fee, tax, 
royalty, or other charge— 

(1) relating to the public performance of 
sound recordings on a local radio station for 
broadcasting sound recordings over the air; 
or 

(2) on any business for the public perform-
ance of sound recordings on a local radio sta-
tion broadcast over the air. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I have 
ten requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on January 24, 2017, at 
9:30 a.m. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on January 24, 2017, at 10 a.m. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on January 24, 2017, at 10:15 
a.m., in room SR–253 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on January 24, 2017, in room 
SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on January 24, 2017, 
at 12 p.m. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on January 24, 2017, at 2:30 
p.m. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on January 24, 2017, at 10 
a.m. in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on January 24, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. in 
room 428A of the Russell Senate Office 
Building to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Nomination of Linda E. McMahon to 
be Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on January 24, 2017, 
at 3 p.m. in room SR–418 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on January 
24, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room SH–219 of 
the Senate Hart Office Building. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Christopher 
Friese, from my staff, be granted floor 
privileges for the duration of today’s 
proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that Patrick 
Reilly, a fellow in my office, be granted 
floor privileges for the remainder of 
this Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 26, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 26) designating the 
week of January 22 through January 28, 2017, 
as ‘‘National School Choice Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 26) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of 
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the 
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by 
order of the Senate, and that they be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 
27, 2017, AND MONDAY, JANUARY 
30, 2017 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Friday, Janu-
ary 27, for a pro forma session only, 
with no business being conducted; fur-
ther, that when the Senate adjourns on 
Friday, January 27, it next convene on 
Monday, January 30, at 3 p.m.; further, 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, and the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in 
the day; further, that following leader 
remarks, the Senate be in a period of 
morning business until 5 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each; further, that 
at 5 p.m. on Monday, January 30, the 
Senate proceed to executive session to 
resume consideration of Calendar No. 2, 
Rex W. Tillerson to be Secretary of 
State, and that there be 30 minutes of 
debate equally divided in the usual 
form; finally, that notwithstanding the 
provisions of rule XXII, the cloture 
vote on the Tillerson nomination occur 
at 5:30 p.m. on Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senators SCHATZ and SULLIVAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 
f 

MEDICAID 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, more 

than 50 years ago, when Medicaid was 
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